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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


Although  the  New  Westminster  Board  of  Trade  was  organized  and 
incorporated  in  1882-83,  this  is  the  first  public  report  of  proceedings 
that  has  been  printed  for  general  distribution  ;  and  in  view  of  this  fact 
it  seems  quite  proper  to  review  briefly  some  of  the  most  important 
questions  of  public  interest  with  which  the  Board  has  been  engaged 
prior  to  the  year  now  ended. 

It  may  be  said  generally  that  during  the  eight  years  of  its  existence 
the  Board  has  been  constantly  occupied  with  matters  affecting  the  pro- 
gress and  advancement  of  the  city  and  district,  and  the  success  of  its 
efforts  is  most  gratifying.  Immediately  after  its  organization  it  began 
to  take  steps  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Fraser 
River.  Those  who  have  been  any  length  of  time  resident  in  the 
Province  need  not  be  told  how  long  and  how  shamefully  the  interests  of 
this  river  have  been  neglected.  Until  comparatively  recent  years  the 
great  bulk  of  the  trade  of  the  Province  was  centered  at  Victoria.  There 
were  the  depots  of  supplies,  the  wholesale  houses,  and  through  that 
city  all  goods  and  passengers  coming  into  the  country  must  pass.  The 
trade  of  the  Fraser  Pviver,  therefore,  was  merely  a  local  trade,  and  to 
accommodate  that  trade  the  river  in  its  natural  state  offered  ample 
facilities.  These  conditions,  however,  have  been  completely  changed 
by  the  construction  and  operation  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, and  will  be  still  further  changed  when  the  Westminster 
Southern  Railway  has  been  completed  to  Seattle,  there  to  connect 
directly  with  the  great  trans-continental  railways  of  the  United  States. 

Passengers  and  freight,  which  formerly  must  reach  us  through 
Victoria,  come  to  us  now  principally  by  railway ;  and  the  impetus 
given  to  every  kind  of  industry  by  the  introduction  of  railways,  has  so 
stimulated  development,  especially  on  the  mainland,  that  we  have  been 
of  late  years  gratified  by  the  presence  in  this  harbor  of  sea-going 
vessels  bringing  and  seeking  cargoes.  To  enable  these  large  vessels 
to  navigate  the  river  with  safety,  the  channel  had  to  be  improved  and  , 
set  out  with  proper  buoys  and  beacons ;  and  this  has  been  one  of  the 
chief  aims  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  As  early  as  February,  1883,  resolu- 
tions were  passed  looking  to  the  improvement  of  river  navigation  by 
the  placing  therein  of  additional  and  better  buoys  and  beacons,  and 
asking  for  a  snag-boat  to  be  employed  in  keeping  the  river  free  from 
obstructions  and  placing  and  keeping  the  buoys  in  position.  Through 
all  the  intervening  years  the  Board  has  been  persistently  pressing  upon 
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the  government's  attention  the  great  importance  and  urgency  of  such 
undertakings  as  would  make  the  river  easy  of  access  for  all  classes  of 
shipping,  and  its  efforts  have  not  been  altogether  without  result.  The 
snag-boat  has  been  built,  and  its  operations  in  the  river  during  the 
past  few  years  have  done  much  for  navigation  in  many  ways.  The 
river  channel  has  been  fairly  well  marked  by  buoys  and  beacons,  and 
the  works  of  permanent  improvement  at  the  sandheads  have  been  so 
far  advanced  as  perceptibly  to  increase  the  depth  of  water.  When 
these  works  have  been  completed,  and  the  channel  dredged  at  the 
shoalest  parts  (which  will  be  very  inexpensive),  the  largest  class  of 
merchant  vessels  will  be  able  to  reach  New  Westminster  without  the 
slightest  trouble  or  risk.  At  present  vessels  drawing  21  feet  may  safely 
enter  the  river,  but  not  at  all  stages  of  the  tide. 

When  the  improvements  at  the  river  mouth  had  so  far  advanced  as 
to  give  water  enough  for  ships  of  moderate  draught,  it  was  found  very 
difficult  to  secure  charters  in  the  absence  of  any  reliable  chart  showing 
the  state  of  the  river,  and  the  Board  spent  some  years  and  some  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  in  vain  efforts  to  have  this  want  supplied.  On  the 
28th  of  February,  1885,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  procure  a  survey 
of  the  river  channel,  with  authority  to  engage  a  steamer  and  an  en- 
gineer for  that  purpose.  A  detailed  history  of  this  question  of  sound- 
ings and  charts  would  fill  a  good  sized  volume  ;  and  as  it  is  a  matter 
of  great  public  interest,  and  is  to  a  large  extent  one  of  the  live  issues 
of  to-day,  a  brief  reference  thereto  will  be  in  order.  On  the  31st  of 
August,  1888,  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Marine  by  appointment  met  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  others  in  this  city,  and  on  that  occasion  your  sec- 
retary had  the  honor  to  present  a  statement  covering  the  proceedings 
up  to  that  time,  from  which  the  following  facts  arc  taken  :  In  Febru- 
ary, 1888,  Mr.  John  Hendry,  manager  of  the  Royal  City  Planing  Mills 
Co.,  was  in  San  Francisco  endeavoring  to  charter  some  vessels  to  load 
lumber  at  the  company's  mills  in  this  city.  One  of  the  chief  obstacles 
which  met  him  was  the  absence  of  reliable  buoys  and  beacons  to  mark 
the  river  channel,  and  the  absence  of  any  authorized  chart  showing 
the  depth  of  water.  Mr.  Hendry  requested  the  Board  of  Trade  to  do 
all  it  could  to  have  these  things  supplied.  The  Board  did  so,  but 
found  the  undertaking  larger  than  had  been  expected.  A  letter  was 
addressed  to  Mr.  Bole,  M.  P.  P.,  then  in  Victoria,  requesting  him  to 
see  Captain  Lewis,  Agent  of  Marine,  and  have  the  necessary  buoys 
placed  at  once.  Mr.  Bole  replied  as  follows:  "  Captain  Lewis  told  me 
nothing  could  be  done  till  after  the  15th  March  about  placing  spar 
buoys  on  the  sandbanks  of  Fraser  River  between  the  mouth  and  New 
Westminster.  I  told  him  this  would  not  do,  as  we  could  not  wait, 
especially  as  some  ships  were  hourly  expected  from  San  Francisco.  I 
pointed  out  that  the  present  state  of  things  was  dangerous  and  unsat- 


isfactory,  and  requested  him,  if  he  had  no  authority  himself,  to  wire 
at  once  to  Ottawa  and  get  it.  *  *  *  After  a  good  deal  of  discussion, 
and  after  I  had  put  my  views  in  writing  pretty  plainly  on  behalf  of  the 
Board,  he  consented  to  telegraph  to  Ottawa  for  instructions."  What- 
ever his  instructions  may  have  been,  however,  the  buoys  were  not  at 
that  time  placed  in  the  river. 

On  the  5th  March  the  President  reported  to  the  Board  that  he  had 
seen  Captain  Lewis  and  urged  upon  him  the  importance  of  these  buoys, 
but  got  no  satisfaction.  The  Board  applied  to  Captain  Lewis  for  some 
chart  or  official  statement  showing  the  actual  depth  of  the  water,  be- 
cause he  had  stated  that  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the  channel  the  depth 
of  the  water  was  only  seven  feet  at  low  spring  tides,  which  was  be- 
lieved to  be  an  error.  Captain  Lewis  replied  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  issue  or  give  out  any  official  documents  from  his  office,  and  inti- 
mated that  a  vessel  drawing  more  than  seventeen  feet  of  water  should 
not  venture  up  the  river.  At  a  meeting  of  your  Council  on  the  5th 
March,  Captain  Rogers,  who  was  present  by  invitation,  and  who  is 
well  known  to  be  perfectly  familiar  with  the  state  of  the  river,  stated 
that  the  channel  was  in  as  good  condition  as  it  ever  had  been  during 
the  thirteen  years  of  his  experience  with  it.  "At  Woodward's  Slough, ' ' 
he  said,  "he  had  never  found  less  than  eighteen  feet  of  water  at  dead 
low  tide.  He  would  undertake  to  bring  a  ship  up  to  New  Westminster 
drawing  twenty -two  feet.  There  was  good  protection  at  the  mouth, 
and  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  a  ship  to  attempt  to  enter  the  river 
at  low  water.  A  buoy  placed  at  each  side  of  the  entrance  would  be  an 
almost  infallible  guide  to  navigation.  At  a  comparatively  small  cost 
the  channel  could  be  put  in  first-class  order."  Mr.  W.  H.  Higgins, 
representing  an  Eastern  firm  who  proposed  to  erect  a  large  sawmill 
here,  stated  that  the  location  depended  on  the  navigation  of  the  river, 
and  suggested  that  the  city  should  at  once  procure  an  accurate  survey 
of  the  channel  and  a  chart  which  should  be  placed  in  the  principal  ship 
broking  offices  for  information  of  vessel  owners. 

On  March  19th  a  memorial  was  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  from  which  the  following  are  extracts : 

"  1.  That  the  Fraser  is  the  most  important  river  on  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Coast,  being  easy  of  access  and  running  through  the  heart  of  ' 
the  richest  and  most  populous  part  of  British  Columbia.  Upon  it  are 
situated  twelve  canneries  with  an  invested  capital  of  $480,000  in  build- 
ings and  plant,  giving  employment  to  about  5400  men  during  the  fish- 
ing season,  and  consuming  over  $400,000  worth  of  material  for  cans, 
etc.  Immense  tracts  of  fine  timber  lie  along  or  near  both  sides  of  the 
river  which,  in  great  part,  belong  to  the  Dominion  Government.  At 
this  city  there  are  in  operation  three  large  sawmills  with  a  cutting 
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capacity  of  125,000  feet  of  lumber  per  day  often  hours.  A  large  firm 
of  Canadian  capitalists  is  now  negotiating  for  the  erection  of  new- 
mills  on  the  river  near  this  city  with  a  capacity  of  from  100,000  to 
200,000  feet  per  day.  The  district  of  New  Westminster,  through  which 
the  Fraser  River  flows,  is  considered  to  be  the  finest  agricultural  dis- 
trict in  British  Columbia,  and  has  now  a  population  estimated  at  about 
25,000. 

"2.  That  the  industries  above  noted  would  all  be  greatly  stimu- 
lated and  materially  benefitted  by  having  the  mouth  of  Fraser  River  so 
improved  as  to  admit  freely  vessels  of  deep  draught.  The  operations 
of  our  lumber  mills  have  hitherto  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  the 
home  market,  while  their  capacity  and  the  sources  of  supply  are  such 
as  would  enable  them,  under  other  circumstances,  to  do  a  large  export 
trade.  Negotiations  have  for  a  long  time  been  carried  on  with  a  view 
to  inducing  lumber  vessels  to  take  charters  for  this  harbor,  but  these 
negotiations  have  hitherto  failed  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  condition 
of  the  river  navigation  was  not  satisfactory  to  ship  owners  and  ship 
masters,  and  the  interests  of  this  city  and  district  had  suffered 
accordingly. 

"3.  That  in  view  of  the  large  interests  involved,  and  the  fact  that 
the  location  of  the  proposed  new  mills  is  contingent  upon  the  ability 
of  sea-going  vessels  to  reach  them  with  reasonable  safety  and  con- 
venience, your  memorialists  deem  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  your  government  should  make  an  appropriation  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  indicated. 

"4.  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  set  down  in  the  estimates  this  year 
for  improvements  to  the  Fraser  River  is  entirely  insufficient,  inasmuch 
as  it  will  not  provide  for  carrying  the  work  forward  so  as  to  make  the 
river  available  for  the  class  of  vessels  required.  Your  memorialists 
have  good  reason  to  believe  that  if  an  additional  sum  of  $50,000  is 
placed  in  the  supplementary  estimates  for  this  purpose,  the  river 
could  be  so  improved  this  season  as  to  make  it  quite  safe  and  easy  of 
access  for  vessels  drawing  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet.  The  plea 
for  urgency  is  based  on  the  fact  that  if  steps  are  not  taken  to  make  the 
river  navigable  this  season,  the  large  benefits  expected  to  come  from 
the  establishment  of  the  proposed  mill  may  be  lost  forever. 

"5.  Your  memorialists  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  accom- 
panying resolutions  and  charts,  from  which  it  will  be  seen,  (1),  that 
the  views  they  hold  respecting  the  importance  of  the  work  are  cor- 
dially endorsed  by  other  representative  bodies  competent  to  judge  of 
the  circumstances;  (2),  that  the  work  already  done  has  materially  im- 
proved the  channel,  and  only  requires  to  be  carried  on  to  completion. 
The  channel  shows  a  greater  depth  of  water  than  before  the  works 


were  begun,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  practical  men  that  the  improve- 
ment will  be  permanent.  Vancouver  Island  forms  a  natural  break- 
water to  shelter  the  entrance  to  the  river,  and  when  the  channel  has 
been  properly  deepened  and  marked  by  beacons  this  will  become  one 
of  the  safest  harbors  on  the  coast. 

"6.  Your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  work  is  of 
national  as  well  as  local  importance.  At  present  the  bulk  of  the  ex- 
port lumber  trade  on  this  coast  is  done  by  the  mills  on  Puget  Sound 
and  in  Oregon ;  but  if  the  improvements  asked  for  by  your  memorial- 
ists were  carried  out,  the  mills  on  Fraser  river  would  be  able  to  com- 
pete on  fair  terms  with  those  elsewhere  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  your 
government  would  receive  a  direct  benefit  from  the  disposal  of  the 
large  and  valuable  timber  limits  in  this  district.  While  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  are  being  spent  from  year  to  year  for  the  im- 
provement of  Columbia  river,  your  memorialists  ask  only  what  must 
be  regarded  as  an  exceedingly  small  sum  when  the  vast  interests  in- 
volved are  considered." 

On  March  28th  the  following  letter  was  received  from  Pilot 
McAlister :  "  Having  sounded  the  Fraser  River  on  the  9th  inst.,  I  found 
the  channel  very  much  improved  on  the  sandheads,  and  when  the 
work  now  in  progress  is  completed  there  will  be  no  obstruction  in  the 
way  of  ships  crossing  the  sandheads.  The  river  could  easily  be  con- 
fined in  the  channel  so  as  to  admit  vessels  of  any  draught.  Vessels 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  feet  draught  can  be  taken  to  New  Westminster 
now." 

On  the  3rd  April  Pilot  McAlister  reported  to  the  Pilot  Board  as 
follows:  "I  am  fully  prepared  to  take  ships  of  eighteen  to  twenty 
feet  draught  to  or  from  New  Westminster,  the  depth  of  water  on  the 
sandheads  being  twenty-four  feet." 

Notwithstanding  these  statements  Capt.  Lewis,  Agent  of  Marine, 
repeated  the  opinion  that  ouly  seven  feet  could  be  found  at  the  shoal- 
est  part  of  the  channel  at  low  spring  tides.  The  Board,  therefore,  en- 
gaged Pilot  McAlister  and  Capt.  Johnston  to  make  fresh  soundings 
about  the  end  of  May,  and,  in  consequence  of  their  report,  the  follow- 
ing telegram  was  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  :  "  Buoys  out  of  place 
on  Fraser  sandheads.  Capt.  Lewis  reports  only  seven  feet  of  water  at 
low  tide  where  Pilot  McAlister  and  Capt.  Johnston  find  fifteen  feet. 
Want  of  authorized  chart  and  proper  care  of  buoys  ruinous  to  trade  of 
Fraser  River.  Vessels  won't  come,  as  they  cannot  insure  without  auth- 
orized chart  with  underwriters.  Cannot  this  be  remedied  at  once  ?  " 
The  Deputy  Minister  replied :  "  Capt.  Lewis  has  standing  instructions 
to  give  proper  care  to  buoys.  Admiralty  chart  authorized,  but  sands 
constantly  shifting  renders  it  unreliable."    At  this  time  negotiations 


for  ships  to  load  at  this  city  were  in  progress,  hence  the  urgency ;  but 
there  appeared  to  be  no  sign  of  activity  among  the  officials. 

On  the  9th  June  the  following  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine  :  "  Capt.  Lewis'  report  of  soundings  of  Fraser  River  not  cor- 
rect, and  does  us  great  damage.  Pilots  report  fifteen  feet  water  where 
Capt.  Lewis  says  seven.  People  here  very  indignant,  and  demand 
prompt  action  as  important  industries  are  hindered  and  threaten  to 
leave  the  city.  Will  you  wire  Capt.  Lewis  to  take  soundings  at  once 
with  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  furnish  us  wTith  copy  of  re- 
port? Vessels  refuse  to  come  here  in  face  of  Capt.  Lewis'  misleading 
report."  This  telegram  had  the  desired  result.  Capt.  Lewis  imme- 
diately received  instructions  from  Ottawa  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of 
the  Board.  On  the  13th  June  he  arrived  here  and  proceeded  to  take 
soundings  in  the  channel,  accompanied  by  Capt.  Robinson  and  A.  E. 
Hill,  C.  E.,  representing  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  lowest  water  found 
was  twelve  feet,  at  low  tide,  between  buoys  7  and  8.  Referring 
to  Capt.  Lewis'  report  of  these  soundings,  the  Deputy  Minister  of 
Marine  wrote  under  date  of  June  26th:  "Mr.  Lewis  reports  having 
carried  out  his  instructions  to  take  soundings  in  conjunction  with 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  he  and  Capt.  Robinson  and 
Mr.  Hill,  C.  E.,  the  members  alluded  to,  found  the  depth  to  be  twelve 
feet  on  the  bar  at  ordinary  low  tide,  which,  less  three  feet,  would  give 
nine  feet  at  low  tide  during  L.  W.  Springs." 

Capt.  Lewis'  report  did  not  agree  with  that  made  to  the  Board  by 
Mr.  Hill.  At  this  time  the  ship  Camana  was  at  Victoria  on  her  way  to 
this  port,  and  Capt.  Lewis  inserted  a  notice  in  the  Victoria  newspapers 
stating  that  at  No.  1  buoy  there  was  only  nine  feet  of  water  at  L.  W, 
Springs,  eight  feet  between  Nos.  7  and  8,  and  eight  feet  at  entrance  to 
Woodward's  Slough.  In  consequence  of  this  notice  considerable  diffi- 
culty was  experienced  in  inducing  the  Camana  to  come  up  the  rivtr. 
She  did  come,  however,  and  arrived  here  on  the  18th  June  in  charge  of 
Pilot  McAlister,  who  found  no  trouble  with  the  channel. 

On  the  20th  June  another  letter  was  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Marine 
protesting  against  the  unfairness  of  the  reports  made  by  Capt.  Lewis 
and  urging  the  need  of  a  complete  survey  of  the  channel  and  a  chart 
showing  the  depth  of  water.  After  further  delay  the  Board  determined 
that  it  would,  at  its  own  expense,  have  the  necessary  soundings  taken, 
and  it  requested  that  the  department  would  instruct  Capt.  Lewis  to  be 
present.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hill,  C.  E.,  and  Capt.  Robinson  were  engaged  to 
do  the  work,  which  was  begun  on  the  4th  July,  Capt.  Lewis  and  Capt. 
Glaholme,  Dominion  Government  officials,  taking  part.  Tide  gauges 
were  first  placed  at  different  points,  and  several  days  were  spent  in 
soundings.  In  his  report  to  the  Board,  made  on  the  9th  July,  Mr. 
Hill  says:  "At  the  outer  bar,  between  buoys  1  and  2,  there  is,  in  the 


track  of  shipping,  a  depth  of  thirteen  and  a  quarter  feet  at  low  water 
spring  tides.  The  tidal  range  at  this  point  is  fourteen  and  a  half  feet, 
giving  a  twenty-seven  and  three  quarter  foot  channel  at  high  water 
spring  tides.  A  still  deeper  (but  as  yet  unbuoyed)  channel  exists  be- 
tween buoys  i  and  2,  opening  out  immediately  north  of  No.  1  buoy  and 
having  a  depth  of  nineteen  and  a  quarter  feet  at  low  water  springs. 
At  the  inner  bar,  inside  of  buoy  7,  in  the  track  of  shipping,  two  casts 
only  of  the  lead  gave  a  depth  of  eleven  and  a  half  feet,  with  a  channel 
of  thirteen  feet,  deepening  to  fourteen  and  a  half  and  sixteen  feet  over 
the  remainder  of  the  bar.  The  tidal  range  at  this  point  is  ten  feet 
nine  inches,  giving  a  present  depth,  therefore,  of  twenty-two  and  a 
quarter  feet  at  high  water  spring  tides,  capable  of  being  increased  to 
twenty-four  feet  by  dredging  a  distance  of  probably  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  and  to  a  depth  of  less  than  two  feet.  And  fur- 
ther, there  exists  a  channel  which  a  very  small  amount  of  dredging 
would  convert  into  a  twenty-five  foot  direct  channel  over  the  inner  bar  at 
high  water  springs.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  channel,  though  not  the  present 
track  of  shipping.  In  sounding  over  it  only  three  casts  of  the  lead 
gave  a  depth  of  eleven  feet,  and  three  casts  twelve  and  a  half  feet. 
The  remainder  is  already  a  fourteen  foot  channel  at  low  water  springs. 
At  the  foot  of  Woodward  Slough  there  is  a  depth  of  seventeen  feet  at 
low  water  spring  tides.  The  tidal  range  at  this  point  I  have  not  yet 
had  an  opportunity  of  determining,  and  as  this  is  a  necessary  element 
of  the  high  water  depth  I  shall  be  unable,  until  it  has  been  determined, 
to  state  the  available  depth  of  the  channel  at  this  point.  The  range 
at  Ladners,  I  have  been  informed  by  Capt.  Lewis,  is  about  eight  feet, 
and  if  it  be  assumed  to  be  the  same  at  Woodward  Slough  the  channel 
depth  at  high  water  would  be  twenty -five  feet."  It  will  be  noticed 
that  these  careful  soundings  by  a  qualified  engineer  showed  results 
materially  different  from  the  reports  of  Capt.  Lewis.  The  Board  sent 
Mr.  Alex.  Ewen  to  Victoria  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  infor- 
mation respecting  the  channel  and  the  buoys,  and  when  he  returned 
he  reported  that  Capt.  Lewis  had  stated  to  him  that  he  believed  there 
was  more  water  in  the  channel  than  he  had  mentioned  in  his  reports, 
but  it  was  not  judicious  to  report  more  than  seven  or  eight  feet,  as  it 
was  better  to  be  under  than  over  the  mark.  Mr.  John  Hendry,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board,  reported  that  Capt.  Lewis  had  made  a  similar 
remark  to  him.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  Capt.  Lewis  did  not 
report  the  true  depth  of  water,  but  discounted  it  for  some  reason  which 
the  Board  could  not  comprehend. 

Having  related  these  circumstances,  the  statement  read  to  the 
Deputy  Minister  at  that  memorable  interview,  concluded  as  follows  : 
"  The  Board  has  frequently  asked  for  some  official  chart  or  statement, 
showing  the  actual  condition  of  the  channel,  which  could  be  laid  before 


shippers  so  as  to  satisfy  them  of  the  navigability  of  the  river  for 
vessels  of  moderate  draught,  and  enable  millowners  to  secure  charters. 
But  hitherto  this  request  has  not  been  complied  with.  Capt.  Lewis 
reported  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  on  the  nth  July  that  he  did  not 
see  the  need  of  a  chart,  and  the  Minister  of  Marine  assures  the  Board 
that  the  admiralty  charts  are  '  generally  reliable.'  For  the  navigation 
of  the  sandheads  the  admiralty  charts  are  utterly  useless,  because 
they  represent  conditions  which  have  not  existed  for  years.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  channel  laid  down  on  the  admiralty  chart  is  the  very 
channel  which  the  Canadian  Government  has  been  for  the  past  two 
years  filling  up  with  mattresses  and  rocks,  and  for  the  absolute 
extinction  of  which  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  made  this  year. 
But  although  that  channel  has  not  been  used  by  vessels  at  all  for 
more  than  three  years,  and  is  being  filled  up  and  obliterated  by  the 
Federal  Government,  there  is  no  official  notice  of  the  fact.  The  Gov- 
ernment refuses  to  make  a  new  chart,  or  to  certify  to  the  actual  depth 
of  water,  and  throws  in  the  face  of  the  Board  an  old  admiralty  chart, 
which,  if  followed,  would  certainly  lead  the  mariner  to  shipwreck  ; 
the  agent  of  the  Marine  Department  in  this  province  not  only  reports 
that  there  is  no  need  for  an  official  chart,  but  actually  persists  in  mis- 
representing the  channel  by  reporting  less  water  than  really  exists  by 
four  feet ;  and  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been  forced  to  spend  months  of 
anxious  labor  and  hundreds  of  dollars  in  an  almost  hopeless  effort  to 
counteract  the  injurious  effects  of  the  inaction  of  the  Government  and 
the  perverseness  of  some  of  its  officials.  In  the  meantime  the  interests 
of  this  city  and  district  are  suffering,  and  the  Board  feels  that  the 
Fraser  River  does  not  receive  the  consideration  to  which  it  is  fairly 
entitled." 

At  this  interview  the  Board  demanded,  among  other  things,  that 
a  new  chart  of  the  river  chanel  be  issued,  and  that  some  competent 
person,  resident  at  or  near  the  city,  be  given  authority  to  keep  the 
buoys  in  place  without  having  to  obtain  instructions  from  Ottawa  or 
Victoria.  The  interview  was  not  without  result,  but  that  result  was 
not  entirely  satisfactory.  Instructions  were  issued  to  the  captain  of 
the  Samson  to  see  that  the  buoys  were  kept  in  proper  place,  and  in 
this  matter  to  act  on  his  own  responsibility  within  certain  limits.  A 
complete  survey  of  the  sand-heads  was  ordered,  and  in  May,  1889,  the 
Board  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  a  copy  of  the  new  chart.  A 
careful  examination  of  this  much-hoped-for  guide,  however,  showed 
it  to  be  comparatively  worthless,  inasmuch  as  the  draughtsman  had 
undertaken  to  embelish  it  with  certain  dotted  lines  showing  the  three- 
fathom  limit,  and  succeeded  in  representing  an  almost  straight  chan- 
nel as  being  so  tortuous  as  to  discourage  any  ship  from  attempting  to 
pass  through.    Near  the  entrance  to  Woodward  Slough,  also,  the 


depth  of  water  was  represented  as  twenty-one  to  twenty -two  feet  at 
high  water  springs,  whereas  Pilot  Gawdin,  who  brought  the  bark 
McDuff  into  the  river  on  the  18th  May,  reported  twenty-seven  feet  at 
this  point.  The  Board,  therefore,  respectfully  requested  the  Minister 
of  Marine  either  to  corect  these  serious  errors  in  the  chart,  or  recall  it 
altogether — but  it  was  neither  corrected  or  recalled.  It  may  be  added 
that  a  new  survey  of  the  channel  was  made  last  year,  and  the  Board 
was  promised  that  before  this  time  a  new  chart  founded  thereon  would 
be  issued.  It  is  hoped  it  may  be  free  from  the  fatal  defects  of  the 
other.  As  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  establish 
these  latest  soundings  was,  by  order  of  the  Minister,  submitted  to  the 
amicable  relations  with  the  Board,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  draft  of 
Board  for  examination  before  going  into  the  hands  of  the  lithographer, 
and  that  the  Minister  advised  the  Board  that  the  resident  engineer  had 
been  instructed  to  furnish  for  its  use  such  information  respecting  the 
depth  of  water  in  the  channel,  etc.,  as  might  be  required. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  facts  is  necessarily  curtailed,  but  it 
may  be  sufficiently  full  to  give  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  which  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  Board  when  it  undertook  to  adjust  a  matter 
most  seriously  affecting  the  public  interest.  It  shows,  also,  that  the 
Board  has  not  lost  sight  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  organized,  but 
has  actively  and  persistently  exerted  itself  for  the  public  good. 

Another  matter  of  great  public  interest  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  Board  for  some  years  was  the  Southern  Railway.  As 
early  as  18S6  the  Board  began  taking  steps  in  this  matter.  In  October 
of  that  year  the  Minister  of  Railways  was  asked  whether,  in  the  event 
of  a  provincial  charter  being  obtained  for  a  railway  connecting  this 
city  with  the  United  States  such  a  charter  would  be  allowed  by  the 
Federal  authorities.  The  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Government 
felt  itself  bound  to  prevent  the  construction  of  such  a  road,  as  it  might 
be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  C.  P.  R.  Notwithstanding  the  dis- 
courging  outlook,  however,  the  Board  applied  to  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature for  a  charter,  which  was  granted.  A  similar  application  was 
made  to  the  Federal  Parliament  in  the  spring  of  1887,  but  afterwards 
withdrawn,  as  it  was  determined  to  stand  by  the  provincial  charter  and 
fight  the  matter  out.  A  convention  of  representatives  from  the  various 
municipalities  in  the  Fraser  valley  was  called  and  met  in  this  city  to 
discuss  the  proposed  Southern  Railway,  the  improvement  of  the  river 
and  other  public  questions,  and  in  many  other  ways  the  Board  contin- 
ually kept  demanding  the  right  to  connect  this  city  with  the  American 
railway  system.  The  proposed  route  was  surveyed  by  direction  of  the 
Board  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,000,  and  on  the  25th  of  April,  1888,  a  tele- 
gram was  received  from  Ottawa  stating  that  the  Government  had  de- 


cided  not  to  disallow  the  charter.  After  some  fruitless  negotiations 
with  Senator  Canfield,  who  wished  to  procure  this  charter,  the  Board 
finally  assigned  it  on  certain  conditions  to  the  Westminster  Southern 
Railway  Co.,  a  company  composed  of  our  own  citizens.  The  remainder 
of  this  history  of  this  undertaking  calls  for  little  comment.  The  road 
is  now  completed,  and  has  virtually  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Great 
Northern,  and  before  the  next  annual  meeting  it  will  doubtless  be  in 
successful  operation. 

It  would  probably  be  quite  correct  to  say  that  these  two  are  the 
most  important  matters  which  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Board,  and  they  are  the  matters  which  have  occupied  its  attention 
more  largely  than  any  others.  The  one  has  been  satisfactorily  con- 
cluded, and  it  makes  the  City  of  New  Westminster  the  most  important 
railway  centre  in  the  province,  giving  it  direct  communication,  by  two 
great  transcontinental  and  competing  roads,  with  the  Canadian  and 
American  railway  systems.  The  other,  although  far  from  satisfactory, 
has  materially  progressed.  Several  ships  have  already  taken  cargoes  of 
lumber  for  foreign  ports  from  our  mills,  our  cargo  of  salmon  has  been 
successfully  shipped,  and  sea-going  vessels  are  now  bringing  merchan- 
dise from  Great  Britain  and  elsewhere  direct  to  this  city.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  new  river  chart  will  shortly  appear,  and  that 
it  will  be  such  as  to  afford  material  aid  to  shipping  on  Fraser  River. 
We  are  now  within  measurable  distance  of  the  time  when  the  great 
advantages  of  the  river  will  be  held  at  their  true  value,  and  when  the 
city  whose  interests  the  Board  has  ever  been  anxious  and  zealous  in 
promoting  will  be  recognized  as  the  most  important  commercial  and 
industrial  centre  in  the  province. 

The  Board  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  securing  of 
reliable  pilots  for  the  river.  On  several  occasions  pilots  who  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  channel  have  undertaken  to  bring  vessels  to  this 
port,  and  vessels  have  been  grounded  and  detained.  Strong  repre- 
sentations in  these  cases  have  been  made  to  the  Pilot  Board,  and  it  is 
expected  that  a  pilot  will  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  take 
charge,  exclusively,  of  Fraser  River  pilotage,  and  that  such  accidents 
will  be  prevented  in  future.  Fortunately,  the  character  of  the  river 
is  such  that  in  no  case  has  any  damage  been  done  to  vessels  which 
have  grounded  in  it. 

The  Board  has  been  actively  interested,  also,  in  securing  better 
mail  communication  ;  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  fisheries  ;  in 
the  construction  of  the  Mud  Bay  Canal  ;  the  protection  of  the  river 
bank  at  Sumas  ;  the  appointment  of  a  U.  S.  consular  agent  at  this 
port  ;  the  procuring  of  street  letter  boxes  ;  the  erection  of  a  traffic 
bridge  over  Pitt  River  ;  the  obtaining  of  increased  facilities  for  freight 


on  the  C.  P.  R.,  and  the  enforcement  of  better  regulations  respecting 
bonded  freight  and  steamboat  passenger  traffic.  The  Board  persisted 
in  requiring  a  ioo-foot  draw  in  the  railway  bridge  at  the  Mission, 
where  it  was  proposed  at  first  to  put  a  6o-foot  draw,  and  its  representa- 
tions to  the  Government  in  this  matter  were  completely  successful. 

During  the  year  now  passed  the  Board  has  not  been  less  diligent 
in  its  duties,  although  the  scope  of  its  operations  has  not  afforded 
such  opportunities  as  have  marked  some  previous  years.  It  has  kept 
steadily  on  with  the  agitation  for  improvements  in  river  navigation, 
in  both  south  and  north  arms  ;  it  has  addressed  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment respecting  the  need  of  better  roads  in  certain  parts  of  the 
district,  and  a  traffic  bridge  over  Pitt  River  ;  it  has  represented  to 
the  Minister  of  Fisheries  the  need  of  amending  the  fishery  regulations 
and  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  river  fisheries  ;  it  has  continued  to  urge  the  Minister  of  Marine 
to  protect  Garry  Bush,  and  has  succeeded  ;  it  has  addressed  letters  to 
the  Boards  of  Trade  at  the  chief  places  of  import  in  Australia,  re- 
questing that  the  fir  imported  from  British  Columbia  be  not  classed, 
as  heretofore,  as  "Oregon  Pine,"  but  as  British  Columbia  Fir,  and  it 
has  invited  the  co-operation  of  the  Boards  of  Trade  and  lumber  ex- 
porters in  the  Province  in  securing  this  change. 

Materially,  the  Board  has  been  making  slow  but  sound  progress. 
The  number  of  members  is  64,  being  an  increase  of  10  during  the 
year.  The  receipts  have  been  $488,  and  the  disbursements  $439.18. 
Cash  in  hand,  $558.91.  There  have  been  thirteen  meetings  held 
during  the  year,  with  a  fair  attendance. 
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CITY  OF  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 


The  City  of  New  Westminster  (commonly  written  Westminster) 
was  founded  by  Col.  Moody,  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  in  1858.  It  is 
situated  on  the  north  bank  of  Fraser  River,  16  miles  from  its  entrance 
into  the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  and  the  situation  was  chosen  both  on  ac- 
count of  its  importance  from  a  military  point  of  view  and  because 
of  natural  advantages  as  the  site  for  a  commercial  centre.  The  Fraser 
is  the  most  important  river  of  British  Columbia.  It  is  the  great 
waterway  which  reaches  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  the  interior, 
and,  in  its  course  to  the  ocean,  flows  through  some  of  the  richest  gold 
mines  and  most  fertile  agricultural  lands  on  the  continent.  The 
river  is  quite  navigable  as  far  as  Westminster,  and  some  miles  above, 
for  vessels  drawing  21  feet  or  more  ;  and  when  the  works  of  improve- 
ment, under  course  of  construction  by  the  Federal  Government,  have 
been  completed,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  any  merchant  ship  will 
be  able  to  reach  the  city  with  perfect  safety.  Above  Westminster  the 
river  is  navigable  by  flat-bottomed,  stern-wheel  steamers,  such  as  ply- 
on  the  Mississippi.  During  the  last  three  years  several  ocean-going 
vessels  have  come  to  the  city  with  cargoes,  and  taken  away  lumber 
and  fish  for  foreign  ports,  and  this  year  it  is  expected  that  about  20 
sea-going  vessels  will  come  to  this  port,  bringing  or  seeking  cargoes. 

Westminster  is  the  only  city  on  Fraser  River,  and  is,  therefore, 
the  distributing  point  and  place  of  export  for  all  the  commerce  which 
the  river  and  adjacent  territory  produce.  It  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of 
Westminster  District,  the  finest  agricultural  district  in  British  Colum- 
bia, the  district  in  which  are  situated  a  large  majority  of  the  great 
salmon  canning  establishments  and  sawr-mills,  and,  as  well,  the  most 
populous  and  rapidly  increasing  district  in  the  Province.  The  city  is 
easy  of  access  from  all  parts  of  this  territory,  by  railway,  steamer  or 
wagon  road.  The  Fraser  flows  through  the  finest  agricultural  and 
timber  lands  anywhere  to  be  found  ;  and,  as  no  other  medium  can 
compete  with  water  in  point  of  cheapness  for  the  purposes  of  trans- 
portation, the  Fraser  gives  Westminster  a  substantial  advantage  in 
this  respect  over  any  other  city  in  the  Province.  It  is,  therefore,  one 
of  the  most  desirable  points,  both  for  trade  and  manufacturing. 

Besides  possessing  the  advantages  of  its  situation  on  the  river, 
Westminster  is  well  supplied  with  other  commercial  avenues.  It  is 
the  fresh  water  terminus  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  and  through 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 
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passengers  over  that  road,  destined  for  Victoria  or  points  beyond,  may 
choose  between  the  Burrard  Inlet  route,  via  Vancouver,  and  the  Fraser 
route,  via  Westminster,  the  latter  being  shorter  by  about  25  miles.  It 
is  also  the  western  terminus  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  which 
reaches  it  over  the  Westminster  Southern,  a  road  constructed  by  the 
energy  of  its  own  citizens.  By  means  of  this  new  road  and  its  connec- 
tions Westminster  is  brought  into  direct  railway  communication  with 
Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland,  San  Francisco  and  the  whole  American 
railway  system,  east  and  south.  This  road  is  now  almost  completed 
to  Seattle,  and  is  expected  to  be  open  for  regular  traffic  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  importance  of  this  new  connection  is  much 
more  than  the  mere  circumstance  that  it  adds  one  more  to  our  avenues 
of  trade.  The  Great  Northern  is  a  competitor  with  the  Canadian 
Pacific  for  the  trade  of  British  Columbia,  and  Westminster,  being 
practically  the  western  terminus  of  both  roads,  becomes  the  point  of 
competition.  It  will,  therefore,  be  able  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
special  facilities  which  these  circumstances  present.  British  Colum- 
bia has  always  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  California,  Oregon 
and  Washington.  Manufactured  g®ods  of  many  kinds  must  be  im- 
ported either  from  the  Pacific  States  or  from  Eastern  Canada  or 
beyond,  and  as  the  Pacific  States  are  much  nearer  us  in  point  of  space 
and  time,  and  the  cost  of  carriage  is  consequently  less,  this  trade  will 
continue  for  many  years  to  come  at  least,  and  no  city  can  handle  it 
with  greater  facility  than  Westminster. 

In  addition  to  the  river,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  the 
Great  Northern  Railway,  we  have  other  important  means  of  commu- 
nication, present  and  prospective.  As  this  was  the  only  city  in  West- 
minster District  (or,  indeed,  on  tke  mainland)  until  comparatively 
recent  years,  when  the  completion  of  the  C.  P.  R.  brought  into  ex- 
istence our  sister  city  on  Burrard  Inlet,  the  whole  system  of  public 
roads  in  the  district  was  made  to  converge  towards  the  natural  centre 
and  source  of  supply,  and  the  result  is  that  this  city  may  be  reached 
by  wagon  road  from  almost  every  settlement  in  the  district.  Within 
recent  times  these  settlements  have  become  numerous  and  important. 
The  growth  of  the  district,  as  well  as  the  city,  has  been  remarkable 
within  the  past  decade.  The  sparse  and  unimportant  settlements  and 
villages  of  six  years  ago  have  grown  into  flourishing  communities, 
whose  power  of  production  and  consumption  justifies  and  demands  a 
corresponding  expansion  of  the  commercial  facilities  of  this  city. 
The  Victoria,  Saanich  &  New  Westminster  Railway,  for  which  a 
charter  has  been  granted,  proposes  to  connect  this  city  and  Victoria 
by  rail,  with  a  ferry  across  the  Straits.  This  scheme,  when  completed, 
will  enable  passengers  to  reach  the  cities  on  Vancouver  Island  in  one- 
third  the  time  now  required,  and  will  add  materially  to  the  advan- 


tages  of  this  city  as  a  railway  and  commercial  centre.  An  electric 
tramway  connects  the  city  with  Vancouver,  and  the  distance  between 
the  two  cities  (12  miles)  is  covered  in  half-an-hour.  Another  electric 
tramway,  to  connect  the  city  with  the  magnificent  farming  lands  of 
Lulu  Island,  is  also  projected,  and  wTill  probably  materialize  before 
the  close  of  1892. 


PUBUC  LIBRARY  BUILDING,  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 
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Regular  steamboat  communication  is  established  between  this  city 
and  Victoria,  tri-weekly  (soon  to  become  a  daily  service)  ;  to  Nanaimo 
and  Vancouver,  semi-weekly  ;  to  L,adners  and  the  settlements  on  the 
south  arm  of  the  Fraser,  daily  ;  to  Portland,  weekly.  Between  West- 
minster and  the  villages  and  settlements  on  the  Fraser  above  the  city 
there  are  four  regular  steamboat  lines,  giving  more  than  a  daily  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  regular  lines  of  steamers  plying  on  the  river, 
there  is  a  vast  number  of  freight  boats  carrying  lumber,  fish,  stone, 
brick,  lime,  coal,  hay  and  other  articles  of  commerce,  to  and  from 
various  point  on  the  river  and  elsewhere. 


DOUGI.AS-ELLIOTT  BI.OCK.  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 

To  sum  up,  therefore,  the  city  of  Westminster  has  the  following 
avenues  of  commerce  : — The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  connecting  it 
with  Vancouver,  the  villages  and  settlements  in  the  interior  of  the 
Province  and  the  whole  of  eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States  ;  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  and  its  connections,  bringing  us  into  direct 
connection  with  all  cities  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  transcontinental 
lines  of  the  United  States  ;  the  Westminster-Vancouver  Electric 
Tramway  ;  the  public  roads  throughout  the  district  which  terminate 
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here  ;  steamboat  lines  to  Vancouver,  Nanaimo,  Victoria,  Portland, 
and  to  all  points  up  and  down  the  river. 

In  population  Westminster  ranks  third  among  the  cities  of  the 
Province,  the  order  being  as  follows  : — Victoria,  Vancouver,  West- 
minster, Nanaimo.  According  to  the  official  census  taken  this  year 
Westminster's  population  is  6,641.  In  the  census  of  1881  it  is  given 
as  1,500,  from  which  it  seems  that  the  increase  in  ten  years  has  been 
over  342  per  cent.  This  is  the  largest  percentage  of  increase  shown 
by  any  city  in  Canada,  with  the  single  exception  of  Vancouver,  a  city 
that  has  sprung  into  existence  since  the  taking  of  the  former  census, 
and  which  is  altogether  the  creation  of  the  C.  P.  R.  In  1885  the 
number  of  pupils  on  the  Public  school  rolls  is  given  as  329  ;  in  1889 
the  number  was  448,  and  in  1890  it  had  grown  to  673.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, that  the  increase  in  population  still  goes  on,  and,  in  view  of  the 
favorable  circumstances  now  existing,  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  rate  of  increase  will  become  less  in  the  immediate  future. 
In  population,  as  well  as  in  material  progress,  the  district  of  West- 
minster has  kept  pace  with  the  city. 


RESIDENCE  OF  H.  V.  EDMONDS,  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 


In  proof  of  the  material  development  of  the  city,  the  following 
official  figures  are  submitted  : — In  1888  the  assessed  value  of  taxable 
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real  estate  was  $862,511  ;  in  1889,  $2,540,245  ;  in  1890,  $3,577,815  ;  in 
1891,  $5,287,520.  The  value  of  new  buildings  erected  during  the  past 
three  years  is  estimated  at  upwards  of  $2,000,000,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  during  the  present  year  $1,000,000  will  be  spent  in  building  oper- 
ations. The  faith  of  the  people  in  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
city  is  shown  in  the  character  of  the  buildings  constructed  in  recent 
years.  Five  years  ago  there  were  not  ten  brick  and  stone  business 
blocks  in  the  city,  and  none  of  large  dimensions.  To-day  there  are 
over  thirty  solid  brick  and  stone  blocks  either  completed  or  in  course 
of  construction.  Some  of  these  blocks  are  both  massive  and  costly. 
The  Douglas-Elliott  block  (under  construction)  is  66x132  feet,  four 
stories  high  with  basement,  and  will  cost  $70,000  ;  the  Dupont  block 
(under  construction)  is  89x132  feet,  four  stories,  and  will  cost  $75,000  ; 
the  Trapp  block  (under  construction)  is  66x132  feet,  four  stories,  and 
will  cost  $62,000  ;  the  Begbie  block  is  66x66  feet,  four  stories,  and  cost 
$35,000  ;  the  Colonial  Hotel  block  is  66x132  feet,  three  stories,  and  cost 
$35,000  ;  the  Bushby  block  is  66x132  feet,  three  stories,  and  cost  $50,000  ; 
the  Armstrong-Scoullar  block  is  66x144  feet,  two  stories  with  basement, 
and  cost  $38,000 ;  the  Armstrong-English  block  is  66x100  feet,  three 
stories,  and  cost  $30,000  ;  the  Armstrong-Young  block  is  66x70  feet, 
three  stories,  and  cost  $25,000  ;  the  Powell  block  is  66x66  feet,  three 
stories  with  basement,  and  cost  $25,000;  the  Cunningham  block  is 
33x132  feet,  three  stories,  and  cost  $25,000  ;  the  Library  block  is  66x64 
feet,  three  stories  with  basement,  and  cost  $25,000  ;  the  Hamley  block 
is  66x66  feet,  two  stories  with  basement,  and  cost  $20,000  ;  the  Bank  of 
B.  C.  block  is  60x66  feet,  three  stories,  and  cost  $20,000  ;  the  Queen's 
Hotel  block  is  66x70  feet,  three  stories,  and  cost  $17,000.  These  are 
the  principal  commercial  blocks,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  those  begun 
this  year,  and  still  uncompleted,  are  the  largest  and  most  costly. 


RESIDENCE  OF  A.  E.  RAND,  NEW  WESTMINSTER- 
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Of  public  buildings  there  are  several  worthy  of  mention.  As 
Westminster  is  the  most  centrally  situated  and  easy  of  access  from  all 
parts  of  the  Province,  it  has  been  selected  as  the  site  for  several  im- 
portant Provincial  institutions.  Here  are  situated  the  Provincial 
penitentiary,  Provincial  lunatic  asylum,  the  Provincial  central  prison 
for  the  mainland,  and  the  County  court  house.  All  these  buildings 
are  of  brick.  The  penitentiary  cost  $140,000,  and  contains  73  convicts  ; 
the  asylum  cost  $155,000,  and  has  121  inmates  (the  buildings  cover  an 
area  of  50x600  feet)  ;  the  central  prison  cost  $40,000,  and  has  50  in- 
mates ;  the  court  house  (just  completed)  cost  $40,000.  It  is  98x100 
feet,  and  three  stories  high.   A  new  brick  building  for  the  public  school 


ARMSTRONG-YOUNG  BI.OCK,  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 

is  just  being  completed  at  a  cost  of  $25,000.  It  is  85x85  feet,  three  stories 
high.  The  central  postoffice  building  is  of  brick,  three  stories  high,  and 
cost  about  $25,000.  There  is  also  a  postoffice  in  the  east  end,  known 
as  Sapperton.  The  Public  Library  building,  already  mentioned,  is  by 
far  the  finest  and  most  complete  west  of  Ontario.  The  ground  floor 
is  occupied  as  stores,  and  the  other  two  flats  are  used  wholly  by  the 
library,  reading  rooms,  Mechanics'  Institute,  and  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  building  was  erected  this  year  by  the  city  corporation.  The 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  is  of  brick,  38x66,  three  stories  high,  and  cost  over 


22 

$16,000.  It  is  a  very  handsome  building,  and  is  fitted  up  with  all  the 
modern  appliances.  The  Association  has  a  membership  of  280.  Both 
this  and  the  Library  building  are  lighted  throughout  by  electricity. 


ST.  MARY'S  HOSPITAL,  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 

The  city  is  well  supplied  with  churches,  hospitals  and  societies. 
There  are  in  all  15  churches  for  white  people,  having  an  aggregate 
seating  capacity  of  4,430,  and  a  membership  of  about  2,700.  Denomina- 
tionally they  are  as  follows  : — Roman  Catholics,  three  churches,  seating 
capacity  750,  membership  980 ;  Church  ot  England,  three  churches,  seat- 
ing capacity  530,  membership  1000  (these  are  not  all  communicants — 
the  number  of  communicants  cannot  be  ascertained)  ;  Presbyterian, 
three  churches,  seating  capacity  1400,  membership  493  ;  Methodist,  three 
churches,  seating  capacity  750,  membership  356  ;  Baptist,  one  church, 
seating  capacity  750,  membership  228  ;  Reformed  Episcopal,  one  church, 
seating  capacity  250,  membership  60.  Besides  these,  the  Roman 
Catholics  have  an  Indian  church,  and  the  Methodists  have  an  Indian 
church  and  a  Chinese  mission.  The  Salvation  Army  has  a  commo- 
dious hall,  and  regular  daily  meetings  are  held.  The  Royal  Colum- 
bian Hospital  is  a  new  buildipg,  well  equipped  and  undenominational. 
St.  Mary's  Hospital  is  a  large  and  excellent  establishment  under  the 
management  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.    Of  societies  there  are 
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the  Masons,  Oddfellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  United  Workmen,  For- 
resters, Royal  Templars,  W.  C.  T.  U.,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  St.  George's  Society, 
St.  Andrew's  Society,  St.  Patrick's  Society,  Orange  Lodges  and  others. 
In  addition  to  the  Public  Library  already  mentioned,  there  are  libra- 
ries and  reading  rooms  in  connection  with  the  Church  of  England  and 
the  Church  of  Rome,  as  well  as  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  city  band,  or- 
ganized in  connection  with  the  volunteer  artillery  company,  is  ad- 
mittedly the  best  in  the  Province.  The  city  has  an  opera  house,  several 
public  halls  and  three  first-class  hotels. 


RESIDENCE  OF  AIVEX.  EWEN,  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 


During  the  past  three  years  the  city  corporation  has  undertaken  a 
number  of  large  and  important  public  works,  some  of  which  it  has 
completed,  and  others  are  in  course  of  completion.  Until  1889  the 
whole  city  revenue  was  from  $15,000  to  $30,000  a  year,  and  with  such 
limited  resources  not  much  could  be  accomplished.  In  1889  a  pro- 
gressive Council  was  elected,  and  the  circumstances  then  existing 
were  such  as  to  suggest  a  progressive  policy — a  policy  which  has  been 
carried  out  by  succeeding  Councils.  The  opening  of  new  streets  was 
undertaken  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  and  now  there  are  within  the 
city  limits  33  miles  of  completed  streets,  over  6  miles  of  streets  made 
25  feet  in  width,  and  33  miles  of  sidewalk.    The  cost  of  these  works 
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has  been  over  $200,000.  The  corporation  also  spent  over  $50,000  on 
the  public  parks.  The  principal  of  these  is  Queen's  Park,  comprising 
about  87  acres.  A  large  sum  has  been  spent  in  clearing,  grading  and 
beautifying  this  park,  and  erecting  thereon  a  permanent  exhibition 
building,  which  is  the  finest  in  the  Province.  Here  the  annual  ex- 
hibitions of  the  Royal  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Society  are  held, 
whsre  exhibits  may  be  seen  from  nearly  every  part  of  the  Province. 
On  Queen's  Park  are  situated  the  play  grounds  of  the  cricket,  lacrosse, 
baseball,  football  and  other  clubs. 


RESIDENCE  OF  JOHN  HENDRY,  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 

The  Council  of  1889  also  took  preliminary  steps  towards  supply- 
ing the  city  with  water,  and  this  work  is  now  being  carried  on  with 
vigor.  The  source  of  supply  is  Coquitlam  Lake,  12  miles  distant. 
This  lake  affords  an  ample  supply  of  the  purest  water,  having  an 
elevation  of  about  435  feet.  The  contract  for  the  whole  work  has  been 
let,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  completed  early  in  1892.  It  is.  of  course, 
the  gravitation  system,  and  the  pressure  will  be  ample  for  fire  pro- 
tection, as  well  as  for  various  mechanical  appliances.     These  works 
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are  the  property  of  the  corporation.  The  cost,  when  completed,  will 
be  ^380,000,  which  includes  19  miles  of  pipes  for  the  distribution 
system.    The  main  supply  pipe  is  of  steel,  12H  miles  in  length. 

The  Council  of  1890  made  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  over  the  north  arm  of  Fraser  River,  and  the  dyking  of  600  acres 
of  land  on  the  eastern  end  of  Lulu  Island.  This  land  had  been  con- 
veyed to  the  corporation  in  considei-ation  of  its  undertaking  these 
works,  which  are  now  completed.  This  bridge  connects  the  city  with 
Lulu  Island,  one  of  the  most  fertile  agricultural  districts  in  the 
country.  The  cost  of  the  work  was  about  $65,000.  This  cost  was  paid 
out  of  the  lands  reclaimed,  and  the  corporation  has  remaining  75 
acres,  where  fine  sites  may  be  found  for  manufactories. 

In  the  fall  of  1890  the  Council  purchased  an  electric  light  plant, 
which  is  now  in  successful  operation.  When  additions  now  in  hand 
have  been  completed  there  will  be  82  street  lamps  of  2000  candle 
power  each  and  790  incandescent  lamps.  The  cost  of  the  works  so  far 
has  been  about  $60,000,  and  Westminster  is  better  lighted,  and  at 
far  less  cost,  than  any  other  city  in  the  Province.  It  is  proposed  to 
add  another  incandescent  dynamo,  of  1500  lamp  power,  this  year,  and 
when  the  present  demand  for  electric  light  has  been  met  it  is  believed 
the  whole  cost  of  street  lighting  will  be  nearly  met  by  the  revenue 
from  incandescent  lights. 

The  Council  of  1890  also  erected  the  Public  Library  building,  at  a 
cost  of  $25,000.  The  revenue  from  the  renting  of  shops  in  this  build- 
ing is  expected  to  be  more  than  the  cost  of  its  maintenance.  The 
same  Council  constructed  a  new  and  commodious  steam  ferry  boat  to 
accommodate  traffic  across  the  river.  This  boat  is  provided  with  a 
powerful  pump  for  fire  purposes,  and  is,  therefore,  an  important  ad- 
dition to  the  appliances  for  fire  protection.  The  cost  of  the  ferry, 
wharves,  etc.,  has  been  about  $26,000,  and  it  is  expected  the  revenue 
will  be  nearly  sufficient  to  make  this  undertaking  self-sustaining. 

The  carrying  out  of  these  extensive  works  necessarily  involved 
the  borrowing  of  a  large  amount  of  money,  and  the  debt  of  the  city  is 
now  $474,000,  irrespective  of  $180,000  required  to  complete  the  water- 
works, .and  about  $60,000  for  electric  light.  When  debentures  have 
been  issued  for  these  amounts  the  debt  will  be  $714,000.  It  is  fair  to 
sayj  however,  that  a  large  portion  of  this  money  is  for  reproductive 
works.  The  waterworks  are  expected  to  be  self-supporting,  as  well  as 
the  electric  light  works  and  ferry.  These  three  items  make  up  $466,- 
000,  leaving  the  unproductive  debt  only  $248,000.  It  may  be  mention- 
ed, also,  that  the  rate  of  taxation  this  year  is  only  15  mills  on  the  $. 

The  business  transactions  of  the  past  year  have  been  very  large, 
and  the  state  of  trade  is  satisfactory.    In  real  estate  within  the  city 
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about  $1,000,000  has  been  turned  over,  and  prices  have  advanced  fullv 
25  per  cent.  The  saw-mills,  sash  and  door  factories,  furniture  factor- 
ies, foundries,  machine  shops,  ship  yards,  biick  yards  and  other  local 
industries  have  never  enjoyed  a  busier  season,  and  several  of  these 
establishments  have  been  forced  greatly  to  enlarge  their  premises. 
During  the  year  the  slate  quarry  of  the  Westminster  Slate  Co.,  at 
Jarvis  Inlet,  has  been  partially  opened,  and  the  slate  has  proved  of 
such  excellent  quality  that  the  quarry  will  immediately  be  worked. 
Several  excellent  stone  quarries  have  also  been  opened  within  reason- 
able distance  of  the  city,  and  the  demand  for  both  stone  and  slate 
promises  to  be  quite  equal  to  the  supply.  The  Westminster  Tile  and 
Pottery  Co.,  on  Fraser  River,  and  the  Terra  Cotta  Co.,  at  Port  Moody, 
are  looking  forward  to  large  developments. 

The  city  is  supplied  with  telegraphic  communication  with  all  the 
civilized  world.  Here  the  C.  P.  R.  telegraph  system  connects  with 
the  American  system  by  means  of  a  cable  under  Fraser  River,  and  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  telegraph  system,  which  is  expected  to  reach 
us  this  year,  will  supply  another  independent  line.  The  telephone 
system  covers  the  whole  city,  and  connects  it,  by  a  double  wire,  with 
Vancouver.  A  district  telegraph  system  is  also  about  to  be  establish- 
ed in  the  city,  the  necessary  authority  having  been  already  obtained. 

Aside  from  agriculture,  the  two  most  important  industries  in  and 
about  the  city  are  the  mills  and  the  fisheries.  There  are  four  saw- 
mills within  the  city  limits,  one  within  a  mile  of  the  city,  and  a  sixth 
under  construction.  The  cutting  capacity  of  the  five  mills  is  nearly 
400,000  feet  per  day.  The  output  for  1890  was  41,500,000  feet  lumber, 
28,750,000  shingles,  8,370,000  lath  and  350,000  salmon  boxes.  The 
approximate  cost  of  these  mills  was  $1,350,000.  Number  of  men  em- 
ployed in  mills  and  in  connection  therewith,  850.  The  product  of 
these  mills,  above  what  is  necessary  to  supply  the  local  demand,  is 
shipped  chiefly  to  South  America,  Australia,  China  and  the  Canadian 
North-west.  Several  shipments  have  been  made  to  Winnipeg, 
Montreal  and  some  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  The  demand 
for  British  Columbia  fir  and  cedar  is  increasing  wherever  a  knowledge 
of  the  excellent  qualities  of  these  woods  has  gone.  For  doors  and 
panel  work  the  cedar  is  much  esteemed  on  account  of  its  beauty  when 
highly  polished,  and  the  Douglas  fir  is  almost  unsurpassed  for 
strength  and  durability.  The  trees  grow  to  enormous  size,  and  are 
free  from  all  blemishes.  It  is  estimated  that  the  mills  of  this  Province 
produced  last  year  450,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  325,000,000  shingles  and 
95,000,000  lath.  The  value  of  lumber  exported  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  is  $325,881. 
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The  product  of  the  fisheries  of  the  Province  for  1890  is  estimated 
(including  seals  and  oil)  at  $6,550,275,  as  follows  : 

Approximate  value  offish  consumed  in  the  province~$3,oS5,ooo 

Canned  salmon,  400,000  cases,  value   2,400.000 

Salted  salmon,  3,800  barrels   41,800 

Fresh  salmon,  2,000,000  pounds   240,000 

Smoked  salmon,  13,000  pounds   3,250 

Fresh  halibut,  750,000  pounds   75,000 

Fresh  sturgeon,  320,500  pounds   16.025 

Fresh  trout,  20,000  pounds   2,000 

Other  fish,  fresh,  salted  and  smoked,  905,000  pounds  90,500 

  15.95^.575 

150,000  gallons  fish  oil,  value   75, 000 

Isinglass,  etc.,  value   21,700 

Seal  skins  and  other  furs,  value   500,000 

Total  $6,550,275 

Of  salmon  canned  the  principal  part  is  the  product  of  Fraser 
River,  which  amounted  to  246,050  cases,  or  11,810,400  cans  of  one 
pound  each,  valued  at  $1,476,300.  The  balance  is  made  up  from  can- 
neries along  the  coast  as  far  north  as  Alaska.  The  product  of  Fraser 
River  canneries  is  as  follows  : 

Ewen  &  Co.'s  Cannery   (cases)  29,050 

British  American  Packing  Co   "  16,500 

English  &  Co   "  15,000 

E.  A.  Wadhams   "  14,500 

Delta  Canning  Co   "  14,500 

Richmond  Canning  Co   "  14,000 

Beaver  Canning  Co   "  14,000 

Wellington  Packing  Co   "  13,500 

Durham,  Brodie  &  Co   ,l  13,500 

British  Columbia  Packing  Co   "  13,000 

Bon  Accord  Packing  Co.  (2  at  13,000  each)   "  26,000 

Garry  Point  Canning  Co   "  13,000 

Harlock  Packing  Co   "  13,000 

Canoe  Pass  Canning  Co   "  12,000 

British  Columbia  Canning  Co   "  11,500 

The  value  of  the  plant  employed  in  the  fishing  and  oil  industry 
is  $1,357,000.  Employment  is  given  to  7,500  men,  and  the  wages  paid 
and  other  working  expenses  amount  to  $1,025,000  annually. 

The  value  of  gold  exported  from  the  Province  by  express  in  1890 
was  $411,877,  a  decrease  of  $177,046  as  compared  with  1889.  Recent 
discoveries  in  the  mining  regions  lead  to  the  confident  expectation 
that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  extraordinary  mining  developments,  espec- 
ially in  silver.  Coal  is  now  the  chief  mineral  product  of  the  country, 
and  this  industry  is  also  capable  of  vast  development.  In  fact,  it  may 
be  fairly  said  of  most  of  the  industries  of  the  Province  that  they  are 
in  their  infancy  and  awaiting  the  advent  of  capital.     Iron,  copper, 
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lead,  platinum  and  other  valuable  metals  have  been  discovered  in 
various  parts  of  the  Province,  and  every  year  reveals  the  existence  of 
new  resources  which  will  some  day  find  a  place  in  our  industrial 
statistics. 


The  number  of  foreign  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  of  New  West- 
minster during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  28,  with  a  tonnage  of  11,989. 
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Th  e  number  for  the  previous  year  was  ten,  and  for  the  year  before 
four.    The  exports  from  this  port  for  the  same  period  were  as  follows  : 


Products  of  the  Mine  $  10 

Products  of  the  Fisheries   171,321 

Products  of  the  Forest   21,783 

Animals  and  their  products...   11 

Agricultural  products.   5,148 

Manufacturies  .   3,276 

Total  $201,749 

Exports  for  1889   36,394 

Imports  for  1890  $255,055 

Imports  for  1889   155,549 

Duty  paid  on  imports,  1890  $  60,231 

Duty  paid  on  imports,  1889.   3I>299 

Returns  from  the  city  postoffice  show  the  following  statistics  : 

Stamps  sold  in  1890  $  9,598 

Stamps  sold  in  1888   7, 807 

Increase  $  1,791 

Money  orders  issued,  1890.  $  5,039 

Money  orders  issued,  1889   4,131 

Increase  $  908 


There  are  registered  at  this  port  61  vessels,  aggregating  6.856  tons. 

There  are  two  daily  newspapers  published  in  the  city — the 
Columbian  (evening),  and  the  Ledger  ( morning),  both  of  which  art- 
well  conducted  and  patronized.  Both  these  papers  issue  weekly 
editions  as  well,  and  there  are,  besides,  three  monthly  periodicals 
issued  regularly.  The  Bank  of  British  Columbia  and  the  Bank  of 
Montreal  have  branches  in  the  city. 
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In  all  respects  Westminster  possesses  the  appliances  and  facilities 
of  a  modern,  progressive  city,  and  the  facts  already  given  afford 
abundant  proof  of  its  rapid  development  within  the  past  few  years. 
The  laws  are  well  administered  ;  life  and  property  are  as  safe  as  in 
any  city  in  Canada,  and  in  public  moral  sentiment  it  is  admittedly 
in  advance  of  any  other  city  in  the  Provinee.  There  are  only  19  places 
where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold — two  saloons,  fifteen  hotels,  one 
wholesale  shop  and  one  club — and  public  sentiment  is  decidedly 
against  increasing  the  number  of  liquor  licenses.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  this  number  is  less  than  it  was  ten  years  ago,  when  the 
population  of  the  city  was  1,500.  The  difference  is  that  in  1881  there 
were  but  four  hotels,  whereas  there  are  now  fifteen.  Westminster 
offers  an  excellent  field  for  manufactories,  and  for  the  investment  of 
capital.  The  mistake  made  by  many  people  who  come  to  this  and 
other  new  countries  is  that  they  arrive  without  capital,  and,  if  disap- 
pointed in  obtaining  situations,  they  speedily  exhaust  their  means, 
and  go  away  to  spread  an  evil  report  of  the  finest  province  in  the 
Dominion.  Not  everyone  who  comes  here  can  find  employment  at 
once;  but  people  with  some  money,  common  sense,  and  who  are  will- 
ing to  work  and  able  to  adapt  themselves  to  such  circumstances  as 
exist,  may,  as  a  rule,  expect  to  succeed  beyond  what  could  be  hoped 
for  elsewhere. 

13.  ROBSON, 

Sec'y  Board  of  Trade. 


